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Thursday, October 14. 2010

The New Plan.
LizThanks Liz for that awesome picture!Liz is here and I like it very much. Sunday and Tuesday we went to the beach
together - the first time for me since June that I was at the beach. Unbelievable. Yesterday she started a "Open Water
Diver" class, and I came along with my camera to document the whole thing and make a little movie for my friends from
Buceo Canarias which they can hopefully use on their website. Very interesting project for me. Today the class is at the
pool again for some more exercises before going into the sea tomorrow, when I'll join them once more. Diving classThe
camera.Apart from that we are cleaning and moving stuff between the two boats and waiting for the winches and spare
parts from Lewmar UK and the mast equipment from Harken USA to arrive. It's four months now that I placed the order
at Lewmar, and it was supposed to take three weeks. You can imagine how fond I am of that company by now. I only
hope that Harken does a lot better than that. As much as I like Las Palmas and my friends here, I can't wait to sail away
again. Talking about sailing away ... I've been asked what my plans are and whether "I will still make it across".
Understandably Of course I will make it across. The "when" and "where" depends on when Gudrun V will be ready to
sail. After all the gear is installed I still have to take her around the islands for some sea trials before heading off across
the Atlantic. If I can leave the canary islands beginning of November I want to sail to Brazil (Fernando de Noronha or
Natal) before making my way north to Trinidad. But seeing how slow things are going it is much more likely that I'll be
forced to hang around until the end November and then I'll sail straight into the Caribbean. I can't say that I am happy
with the situation. I would have very much preferred if I could have crossed the Atlantic in January with Vespina and sail
the circuit as planned. Then I'll be home by now again with a lot of miles under my keel and a big sense of achievement.
But the weather and my inexperience didn't allow for that. As it is now the sense of achievement is somewhat lacking,
even though getting here on my own through the storms and completing all the work on the two boats is not a small feat
in itself. I learned - and am still learning - a lot, and for that opportunity I am truly grateful. And I am still enjoying it,
although I am getting more restless as each day goes by and the time window for the crossing season arrives.
28.163217 N, 15.441214 WBut there is a lesson in all that: Before the voyage things were either "good" or there was "a
problem". On the way I've learned that real problems are actually (fortunately) pretty rare. More often it's just an
"inconvenience". It might be a costly or painful inconvenience, but while there is a way or workaround it can hardly be
called a problem. A problem means running out of options. And fortunately I haven't encountered a situation yet where I
ran out of options. And I'm certain that when the time to cross has come and the winches and mast track still haven't
arrived I will find another workaround. In the meantime I stay positive and spent as much time as I can diving and
learning about photography and video. And some Spanish
Posted by Axel Busch in Gudrun V at 03:53
say hello to liz
and have a good time together on the
canaries.
when you are going to leave to cross the
ocean, send us some words via e-mail.
be careful
Anonymous on Oct 14 2010, 14:24
love your positive attitude axel.
hugs to both you and liz.
xx
Anonymous on Oct 16 2010, 04:41
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